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Activity 

 Divide students into groups of four. Ask students to think of a past conflict with a family member and how 

they resolved it. Ask each small group to brainstorm a list of five strategies for resolving conflict peacefully. 

 Have the small groups present their tips for resolving conflict and make a master list. Ask them to suggest 

which strategies are most effective in which circumstances. Add to it from the list on page 2. Then give 

each group two copies of each cartoon. 

 Explain to the group that there are times when one family member‟s rights will clash with those of another 

family member‟s. For example, one sibling who believes she is exercising the right to freedom of 

expression when making discriminatory comments about another sibling is setting up a conflict situation 

with that second child, who has the right to protection from discrimination. 

 Further explain that there are also times when people will interpret the same right in different ways, 

causing a conflict. Point out that an adult may feel that a child has the right to be protected from abuse, 

and yet feel it is appropriate to hit the child as punishment for doing something wrong; the child may feel 

that any kind of hitting is physically abusive. 

 Ask participants to work together in their groups to complete the cartoon in a way that shows the best 

possible solution that is realistic and achievable. 

 Ask them to post completed cartoons around the room. Allow time for the groups to view all of the 

cartoons. 

 Discuss each scenario, and which solutions allowed both characters to uphold their rights. 

 

CONFLICT CARTOONS 

Curriculum Themes 

 Conflict and conflict resolution 

 Cooperation 

 Rights and responsibilities 

Grades 

 Middle and High School 

Objectives 

 Learn multiple strategies for managing conflict arising from differing perspectives on rights. 

 Develop an understanding of how rights come into conflict. 

Materials 

 Two copies of the rights in conflict cartoons for each group of four students (pages 3 - 4). 

 Refer to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (pages 5 and 6). Make one copy per 

student. 

Global Themes 

 Conflict and Conflict Resolution 

 Social Justice 
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Ground Rules for Managing and Resolving Conflict 

 Be specific about what is bothering you. For example: “When you play your music very loudly, it makes 

me feel annoyed and I can‟t do my work. I would appreciate it if you could turn it down, please”. Vague 

complaints are hard to work on. 

 No ‘hitting below the belt.’ Don‟t make the conflict personal or bring up private issues related ot the 

individual. 

 Don’t accuse. If you accuse someone, it can shut down dialogue. Instead, explain your own feelings in 

relation  to the situation.  

 Don’t generalize. Avoid words like „never‟ or „always‟. Generalizations are usually inaccurate and can usually 

aggravate the conflict. 

 Articulate clearly. If you are able to clearly articulate your perspective to someone else honestly and directly, 

it can be a very powerful way of building relationship with people. If you feel your emotions may overwhelm 

you, walk away until you are able to speak calmly. 

 Stay calm.  Try not to overreact to personal difficulties. If you remain calm, it is more likely that people will be 

able to hear your viewpoint. 

 Avoid the silent treatment. When one person becomes silent and stops responding to the other, frustration 

and anger can result. The way to resolve conflict usually involves an honest conversation between people. 

 Avoid ‘make believe’. Exaggerating or inventing a complaint – or your feelings about it – will prevent the real 

issues from surfacing. 

 Deal with only one issues at a time. Don‟t suddenly tell people all the things about them that bother you. It 

may overwhelm them and make it difficult to resolve the conflict. 

 Don’t stockpile grievances over time. Storing up lots of grievances and hurt feelings can only make things 

worse. 

 
Adapted from: Counseling and Mental Health Center, The University of Texas at Austin.  http://cmhc.utexas.edu/booklets/fighting/fighting.html 

Courtesy UT Counseling and Mental Health Center, The University of Texas at Austin. 

Discussion 

 What are some of the ways in which this conflict might be resolved? 

 Which types of solutions do you think are preferable? 

 Which types of solutions do you think would most likely actually occur? 

 When rights are in conflict, how do you decide which rights get priority? 

 Hand out copies of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Can each of the characters in each 

cartoon use articles from the Convention to support their views? 

Alternate Activity 

 Have participants act out the cartoons instead of drawing them. 

 Have children draw the beginning of their own cartoon at school and complete it at home with a parent. 

Source: This activity was adapted with permission from: Fountain, S. It’s Only Right! (New York: UNICEF,1993). And from: UNICEF 
Canada, Parenting the ‘Rights’ Way (2010).

http://cmhc.utexas.edu/booklets/fighting/fighting.html
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CARTOON 1 
Article 28 of the Convention says that children have the right to education. 

Article 31 of the Convention says that children have the right to leisure and play. 
 

 Source: Cartoon 1 was reprinted with permission from: Fountain, S. It’s Only Right! (New York: UNICEF,1993). 
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CARTOON 2 
Articles 12 and 13 of the Convention say that children have the right to express their opinions and obtain information. 

Article 18 of the Convention says that parents have primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. 

 

 Source: Cartoon 2 was reprinted with permission from: Fountain, S. It’s Only Right! (New York: UNICEF, 1993).
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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD  
(THE CONVENTION) 
 

Article 1 

Everyone under 18 has these 

rights. 

Article 2 

All children have these rights, no 

matter who they are, where they 

live, what their parents do, what 

language they speak, what their 

religion is, whether they are a boy 

or a girl, what their culture is, 

whether they have a disability, or 

whether they are rich or poor. No 

child should be treated unfairly on 

any basis. 

Article 3 

All adults should do what is best for 

children. When adults make 

decisions, they should think about 

how their decisions will affect 

children. 

Article 4 

The government has a 

responsibility to make sure 

children‟s rights are protected.  

Article 5 

Families have the responsibility to 

help children learn to exercise their 

rights, and to ensure that their 

rights are protected. 

Article 6 

Children have the right to be alive. 

Article 7 

Children have the right to a legally 

registered name and nationality (to 

belong to a country). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 8 

Children have the right to an 

identity – an official record of who 

they are. No one should take this 

away from them. 

Article 9 

Children have the right to live with 

their parent(s), unless it is bad for 

them. They have the right to live 

with a family who cares for them. 

Article 10 

If children live in a different country 

than their parents do, they have the 

right to be together in the same 

place. 

Article 11 

Children have the right to be 

protected from kidnapping. 

Article 12 

Children have the right to give their 

opinion, and for adults to listen and 

take it seriously. 

 

Article 13 

Children have the right to find out 

things and share what they think 

with others unless it harms or 

offends other people. 

Article 14 

Children have the right to choose 

their own religion and beliefs. Their 

parents should help them decide 

what is right and wrong, and what 

is best for them. 

 

 

 

 

Article 15 

Children have the right to choose 

their own friends and join or set up 

groups, as long as it isn‟t harmful to 

others. 

Article 16 

Children have the right to privacy. 

Article 17 

Children have the right to get 

information that is important to their 

well-being, from radio, newspaper, 

books, computers and other 

sources. 

Article 18 

Children have the right to be raised 

by their parent(s) if possible. 

Article 19 

Children have the right to be 

protected from being hurt and 

mistreated, in body or mind. 

Article 20 

Children have the right to special 

care and help if they cannot live 

with their parents. 

Article 21 

Children have the right to care and 

protection if they are adopted or in 

foster care. 

Article 22 

Children have the right to special 

protection and help if they are 

refugees (if they have been forced 

to leave their home and live in 

another country), as well as all the 

rights in this Convention.  
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Article 23 

Children have the right to 

special education and care if 

hey have a disability, as well as 

all the rights in this Convention, 

so that they can live a full life. 

 

Article 24 

Children have the right to the 

best health care possible, safe 

water to drink, nutritious food, a 

clean and safe environment 

and information to help them 

stay well. 

Article 25 

If children live in care or in 

other situations away from 

home, they have the right to 

have these living arrangements 

looked at regularly to see if they 

are the most appropriate. 

 

Article 26 

Children have the right to 

assistance from the 

government if they are poor or 

in need. 

 

Article 27 

Children have the right to food, 

clothing, a safe place to live 

and to have their basic needs 

met. They should not be 

disadvantaged so that they 

can‟t do many of the things 

other kids do. 

Article 28 

Children have the right to a 

good quality education. They 

should be encouraged to go to 

school to the highest level they 

can. 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 29 

Children‟s education should 

help them use and develop 

their talents and abilities. It 

should also help them learn to 

live peacefully, protect the 

environment and respect other 

people. 

 

Article 30 

Children have the right to 

practice their own culture, 

language and religion – or any 

they choose. Minority and 

indigenous groups need special 

protection of this right. 

 

Article 31 

Children have the right to play 

and rest. 

 

Article 32 

Children have the right to 

protection from work that harms 

them, and is bad for their health 

and education. If they work, 

they have the right to be safe 

and be paid fairly. 

 

Article 33 

Children have the right to 

protection from harmful drugs 

and from the drug trade. 

Article 34* 

Children have the right to be 

free from sexual abuse. 

Article 35 

No one is allowed to kidnap or 

sell a child. 

Article 36 

Children have the right to 

protection from any kind of 

exploitation (being taken 

advantage of). 

 

Article 37 

No one is allowed to punish a 

child in a cruel or harmful way. 

 

Article 38* 

Children have the right to 

protection and freedom from 

war. Children under 15 cannot 

be forced to go into the army or 

take part in war. 

 

Article 39 

Children have the right to 

assistance if they‟ve been hurt, 

neglected or badly treated. 

Article 40 

Children have the right to legal 

help and fair treatment in a 

justice system that respects 

their rights. 

 

Article 41 

If the laws of a country provide 

better protection of a child‟s 

rights than the articles in this 

Convention, those laws should 

apply. 

 

Article 42 

Children have the right to know 

their rights! Adults should know 

about these rights and help 

children learn about them, too. 

Article 43 to 54 

These articles explain how 

governments and international 

organizations like UNICEF will 

work to ensure children are 

protected with their rights. 

*There is an Optional Protocol 

on this article. 


